ANTHONY   EDEN

dedicated to her nephew. Lord William Godolphin Osborne,
and published in 1866, nearly twenty years after the Indian
grand tour she describes.   l You and I*, she writes, * are
now almost the only survivors of that large party that in
1838 left Government House for the Upper Provinces. . . .
Now that India has fallen under the curse of railroads and
that life and property will soon become as insecure there
as they are here, the splendour of a Governor-General's
Progress is at an end.  The Koobut will become a Railway
Station; the Taj, will, of course, under the sway of an
Agra   Company   (Limited,   except   for   destruction),   be
bought up for a monster hotel, and the Governor-General
will dwindle down into a first-class passenger with a carpet-
bag.'   Miss Eden lived on, delicate and formidable, to see
Victorian progress sweep aside the world of her youth.
The journey from Whig to Radical, from Holland House
to Manchester, was one she did not undertake; but in this
travel book, and in two delightful novels, she provides what
is virtually an indispensable picture of a dead dynasty.  In
fact, although posterity has not recognized her, Miss Eden
did for the Whig aristocracy what Miss Austen did for its
middle-classes.  Miss Eden's first novel, The Semi-detached
House was published in 1859 and was an immediate best-
seller. The second, The Semi-attached Couple was actually
written in 1834, twenty years after Pride and Prejudice^ with
a plot based largely on it.  The social changes in England
between 1814 and 1834 ha(* hardly ruffled the surface of
London society. It was between 1834 and 1860 that the order
of accepted manners was overturned. Once again Emily Eden
acknowledges the new world in her preface to The Semi-
attached Couple.  She explains t when I wrote it I thought
it a tolerably faithful representation of modern society; but
some young friends who are still living in the world from
which I have long retired, and who have read it with the
indulgence of happy youth, condescendingly assure me that
it is amusing, in as much as it is a curious picture of old-
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